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THE JAPANESE EXPANSION IN THE PACIFIO _ .
7 DECEMBER 1941 - 12 SEPTEMBER 1942
INTRODUCTION
The attack on Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941, marks not only the day
of the United States' entry into the war, it was alsc "the starter's gan"
for the race against time in which the Japaness Empire hoped to establish
itsels mp&ome in Asis and the Pacific Islands so strongly ';.hat' no power
could displace it.
It is the purpose of this monograph to deseribe the expansion of
the Japansse in the Pacific during the lperiod 7 December 1941 to 12
September 1942 with a view toward oryntuliiziﬁg some of the military
lossons to be learned. During those years the expression *Remember
Pﬁrl Herbor' was often heard among the mricaﬂ people. To the members
of the armed services it was more than an prrouion; it was a ‘emnd
and & battle ocry. And for the students of military science it should
always remain e command. The surprise attack by the Japansse Forces
on the United States Naval Base st Oahu, Hawaii, and the period immediately

follewing offers many vital lessons to the strategist and tacticiarn,

 BACKGROUND
In order o understand more clearly ths direction and properly
eveluste the progress of events which will follow it seems appropriate to
explain the sequence of presentation. Befors we get into the actusl step
by step conquests by the Japanese during the period under discussion,
we shall brisfly review the polit.ic-l.l, econemic and military esvents in
the Pacific and Far East which led to the unsurprising "surprise" of
_ Pearl Harbor.,
"General Marshall has stated that a knowledge of the causes
- and events leading up to ths present war and of the principles
for which we are fighting 'is an imlil;anliblo part of military
- training and merits the thoughtful consideration of every
’ 4



American scldier.'! (1) ' -

The political and eccmomie background was directly influential. In
1041 Japan had come under the complete control of a strong militaristic |
elique of Army and Navy offiebr-. The Emperor wes & mers figurshead under
their direct influence. The ever increasing population of tha already |
overcrowded main islands needed rued. The rapidly expanding industrial-
tzation suffered from a dearth of natural rescurces and merkets for its
products. For many years the Japenese people had cast envicus eyes upon
the nearby continont of Asia with ﬁ.s huge land mass, wealth of rescureces
and millions of potential customers. The success of the Boxer uprising
in China in 1898, the war with Russia in 1904-5, with the acquisition of
Korea, the *Mdon Incident” in 1931 with the oeeupati&n of Ha.nehnlmo,'
all spurred the desire for greater akpamion. More rapid progress was
not attempted because of the need to build up strength - and because of
posasible recrimination 2t the hands of Russia, United States and Great
Britain. But confidence and the agzressive spirit were becoming
ingrained. 4 full ecale invasion of China was begun in 1937 after o
deliberately staged " incident® near. Peiping. After quick initial sdvances
in which the principal ports and cities of Ohina wers seized, the attack
bogged down. Thq rebellious epirit of the Chinese under Chiang Kai-shek,
the very extent of the land, and the help to China from Ruesia and the
United States Impt é. decisive comclusion out of reach. After almost ten
yaars. of conflict Japan had a large experienced .l.'rmy and Navy, but the
cost, had been s great burden on the people without appreciable mpterial
gain, The general restlessnees was acute. (2)

With the outbreak of war in Burops the Militery leaders of Japan were
quick to ta.ké advantage of the opportunity availabis, l’h§y pointed to the
1g'o.s'l; unexploit.ed reecurceg of Southeast Asias and the Easi Indies; the un-
limited qmtities of oil, rubber, tin, iron, coal, kemp, naval storss -
(1) R4, Prefaee- (2) Ri4.p.15.



and the petential market. The control of these would bring about the
prempt subjagation of Chinm, the realization of the "Greater East Asie
Go—}‘ronperity Sphere” ; then, maybe India? Ruseia? - the world? '

The plen went into effect cautiously. The pésuihility of interference
from Britain and the United States mist not be underrated. In 1940
concesgions in Indo-China were msde by the impotent Fronch Vichy Govern-
ment. Once the foothold had beeﬁ made, empl‘e'lﬁe coﬁtroi was quick to
follow. New basu. wers put into use, bombing the last available source
of supply to Cnina, the Burma Road. (3)

The sympathles of the l;morimn peoplp had been with the Chinese,
This was due in large measure to the fact that Japan had shown camplete
disregalrd of her treaties ("The Kine Power Psct®, 1921, "The Four waor
Fact®, 1921, "The Pact of Paris, 1928) and refused to have her actions
judged by other matione by withdrawing from the lLeagus of Kations in
May 1933. The govermments of the United States and Great Britain becams
perturbed with the Japanese seizure of Hainen Island (off the coast of
~ Indo-Ghine) and the Spratley Islands (betwsen Borneo and the Philippines).
in 1939, Both were critical if the Japanese had designs on the Indies.
Congress passed ths Selsctive Service Act on 16 Sep;tomber 1940, On 27
September 1940 Japsn signed an agreement with Germany and Italy wherein
the Par East was conceded to the aime of ;Tapan. The United States stopped
shi‘.pmenta of serap iron and gasolene to Japsn and in M_arch 1941 included
Ghrinl. in the Lend-lease Program. I_n ..lpril 1041 Japan and Russia aigned
en agreement to refrain from war for five years. In July 1941 the United
Stetes, Britain and The Netherlands froze the aseets of Japan. Diplematic
overtures for settlement were mﬁ.o,_ but the United States demanded return
of the aaizﬁ,ras and abandomment of the current policies of Japan; neither
would meke cmm.uiona. On 17 October 1941 Hideki Tojo, former Chief of
(3) R18 pp.181-185



the Army General Staff and War Minister, becams Premier of Japan and
formed é. new cabinet. Japan was prepared to cﬁ.'r;'y through her progﬁm

by fc;reo. For almest a year plans had been fornilating for the a.t.t._ack on,
Pearl Ha:ibor should it become necessary. Speciel Envoy Kurusu was dis-
petched te Washington for & last attamp{.. at cmcili_.atign. In the mean-
time the Imperial General Headquarters had alerted sll its fareas for
War sariy in Dscembef. It wan while_t.heae conferences wore in progress

that the Japaness struck Pearl Harbor. (4) (5)

OVERALL STRATEGY

The bamie stfategicil plan for the condﬁét of the war wes extremely
well conceived. It ombédiad three phases : {6) (Map A)

I. Seizure of the Southern Resources Ares with its vast quantities
of ¢il, rubber, guinine, tin, ﬁiehl, iron, gbld, and others.
These would make Japan self-sufficient, and at the same time
deny them to the Allies. TIés attminment included the following
steapg ;

A. Destruction of the United States Pacific Fleet, thus
securing the left flank and preventing the arrival of
reinforcements.

B. Elimination of Britieh, Dutch and American Forces in the
Far Eest.

C. Eestablishment of a perimeter defense about the homeland and
the Southern Rosources Area by the seizure of the sssential
arsae and island‘s. '

I1. The a.gco:nplialuent of & chain of strongholds to strengthen and
otherwise consolidate the perimeter. This ring to extend about
the 1slands of the nartherﬁ Euriles, Walke, Marshall, Gilhrt,
Bismarck, northern New Guinea, Timor, Java and Sumatre, and into

(3) R4 p.ch  (5) B p.60 (&) R p.2
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northern Burme. - ;
o The defesat of any attempt to pierce the defensive perimeter and
- the initiation of plans to neutralize the will of the people of
the United 3tates to continue the fight; air power-and a floating
reserve would intercept and destroy any threat.

Supplementary strategy to reinforece the basic plan included ; |

A, Oontinuous air and sea raids on the nearest bases of the
Allies in order to inflict losses on fighting élementa and
deoreases their effecfivenell;

B. Strikes against Allled lines of commmicetion following the

| pattern of the German submerins cperations.

The most cutstanding feature of this plan is that it presents the
concept of the military leaders that the whole effort would constitute a
“limited war®. It envisaged the immediste cbjectives to be within the
grasp of e sudden bold etrike. Once these were in Japaness control, the 7 '
geographical circumstances of the situation were ideal for a prolonged war
which would ultimately end in a stalemete and a negotiated peace.
Subsequently, the leisursly exploit_.ation of the new territoriee would not
only make Japan self sufficient, but would provide the means to achieve
future aspirations. (7) (8) |

The acoomplishment of Fhase I of the strategic plan was based upon
the subdivision of the overall objective into seversl apecific opsrations.
The area of the undertaking was immense., Roughly measured it would form a
rectangle on the globe app;ozimately 6,000 miles laterally by 4,000 milea
vertically., Each objective was isolated by an expanse of water. The
reduction and seizure of the isolated ebjectives was apsigned to especially
organized task forces. Thess task forces comnsisted of elements of the Army,
Navy and Air Corps in proportions deemed necessary to accomplish the
(7) R11 p25 (8) R17 p.72



specific mission. All elements were rohur-ed.and coordinated and under
one commander. The troops were appropriately traimed and equipped ; con-
siderable expsrisnce had besn gained in tle battles in China. The Imperial
Beadquartsra :i.ﬁ Tokyo retained direct control of all opesretions except
those in the Southern Resources Area; these were placed under the Head-
qmrter-:Set-:thern Army Group in Saigon, Indo-China. E.a.rly in Nombor‘ |
the alert order wes issued, Each force assembled at the closest ares to
its particular objective consistent with ssorsey. 4ll forces,except that
for the Dutch Indies, were to assume the offensive at the same time. Each
was briefed and poiied. "D-day" was ths day of attack at Pearl Harbor;
"H-hour® was dependent firat, on word of success of that atteck and
sscondly, local weather conditions. Fram timt momsnt the execution of the
plan would proceed eccording to a carefully detailed schedule, (9)

‘Thue, we soe that in addition to the careful preperations the strategy
employed would exploit the advantages of surprise to the utmost. The
dispersion of forces against different objectives in several directionsa
and at the sime time, is unique in so far as 1t is a violation of a military
prineiple.  Its deliberate adoption boarders or ingemuity.

The specific aims of each operation will be discussed as ssparate
cempaigns, although the events which follow arise eoﬁcurrently and often
simultansously., /

PEARL HARBOR

At OTAO0 8 December 1941 the Army, Navy and Marine perscnnel of the
United States Forees on Haweii were enjoying their customary privilege of
slosping late on Sunday. The ships were tied to ansigned pieﬁ or at their
usuzl berths in the channel, The planss at each of the fields di;persed
about the island of Oahu were closely grouped on the ground as & precaution
against sabotage. Such was the target presented to the first wave of
(9) R11 p.24
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Japanese planse &8 they rounded the northwest point of the island. The
first flight of 51% dive bombers and 45 fighters struck the army field at
the main base at Schofield Barracks before continuing 1o the esmst to hit
the Haval Air Sﬁti@s on l"&d Island amd Kamphg Bay and Bellows Fleld,
The balance of the first flight, écennisti._ng of 40 torpedo bombers end 50
horizontal bombers, circled around the soutlwest to deliver the main blow
at the ships and facilitles in the harbor and et Hickam Pisld. A repest
perfomﬁnc_e took place tﬁout an hour later. This time approaching from
the northeast and east, 81 dive bombsrs and 54 horizontal bombers soncluded
the deustﬁtion of the naval base while 56 fighters quickly disposed of
the few planes that were still able to leave the ground. In less than
two hours of action the mission had been accomplished. (10) (11)

The success of the raid was flashed to the Imperial Genmeral Headquarters.
With this signal the schedule for the rest of Phase 1 of the Japanese plan
went into off‘e'ct. The possibility of intervention or assistance by the

.Unitod States Pacific Fleet, though not campletely eliminated, had been
‘ sufficiently impai.red. Thorough prior intelligence, detailed preparation
and superb execution rad achieved not only complete surprise of the
defending forces, tut a reverberating shock to the American psople. (12)
(13) (14)

In view of ithe world uiﬁtion during summer of 1941, the United
States had begun a program of preparation, particularly toward strengthen-
ing its Pacific bases. On the day of the attack, however, relatively minor
progress had been made. The strength of the outposts was decidely ihforier
in numbers, training and equipment. Moreover, the defenses had been left
to the individual means of the Army and Navy, Presumeably, cooperation
between the services would be effected without coordimation by a éinglo
hoadquﬁrters. Ocnsequently, while the Amy_wa.s disposed for the ground
defonses, the Navy patrolled the rsea.l from the United States to the
Philippines. Even while the attack was reging in Pearl Harbor a flest

(10) R7 p.62  (11) R16 p.81  (12) RI5 p.325 (13) R2O pp.31-32
(14) R17 pp73-75
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consisting of a carrier, three heavy cruisers, and nine destroyers
approached Hawail from the southwest, while a similar fleet wzs enroute
from Hewail to Midway. Though monitoring Japanese traffic, the attack
force had been undetected. This task force consisting of six aircraft
carriers, with 414 planss, two battleships, three oruisers, nine desiroyers,
three submarines and eight tankers, had procesded with radic silence from
the Kuriles on 2 December. By pursuing e direct sasterly course between
Midway and the Aleutians and turning scuthwest after passing the Inter-
national Date Line, it successfully eluded the patrols concentrated in

the south sess. On ths evanihg of 7 December it had arrived at ite

plarmed position 200 miles north of Hewaii from which the agssult was

made. (15) (16)

GUAM, WAKE, MIDWAY
The United Sta.‘tei' possessions, Guam, Wake and Midway Islands, were

given the same treatmsnt ai—(hhu and on the same _day. These installations .
had been alerted so were not; surprised by the arrivael of the attackers.
They were, however, powerless to do more than put up & brief fight.

Guam in the Marianas and Wake, near the Marshells were well within the
projected perimeter of the Japaness. After daye of heavy aerial bombard-
ment from the nearby basges, t.roop-_ were landed under the protection of
offshore navel fire and both islands had been captured by 23 December.
Midway had been subjscted 'b;.) héaVy fire from two Japanese destroyers
after dark of the 8th of December. Very heavy demnge was done to the
bangara and other facilities, but no further attacks wers made for the
next six monthe. (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) |

THE PHILIPPINES CAMPAIGN
The task of selzing the Philippine Telands wae assigned to the
Fourteenth Army. Geneoral Homms, reputedly an cutstanding Japanesge

(15) R17 po74  (16) R7 p.62 = (17) B8 p.27 (18) R20 p.34
(19) R15 p.447 (20} RS pp.98-100 (21) R1S p.125
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tectician, was p_l.ac;d in commend. The First Flset was assigned to support
the operation. The primary mission was to destroy the United States Air
Force staticned in the Philippines. This would facilitate the use of the
islands as bases Tor Japansse planes. '

A belated attempt bad been made on the part of the United States to
atrengthen the defenses of the islamds. On 26 July 1941 the Philippine
Army had been ordered into service as the United States Army Forces in
the Far East (USAFPE), under the command of Lieutenant General MacArtlmr.
General MaoArtiur had beon retired in 1937 but was retained by the
Philippine Goverrment 'to build up its army in anticipation of its
1ndeponden_m in 1945, At this time the deﬁnues consisted of approximately
110,000 men of which 10,400 were Americans; about 300 aireraft, and 5,000
aviaetion personnsl under‘uajor Geperal Brereton; and a small Asiatic Fleet
under 4dmiral Hart. The fundamental. weaknesses appesr in the facts that : |
this force was. emaller than the invaders; the bulk of the native troops
wers insufficiently trained and equipped; only 125 of the aveilable air-
craft were not obsolete; and the Navy dimost insignificant. Uiﬁh the
imminence of hostilities Ganeral MacArthurts plen was to defend luzon as
long as possible before retiring to the Batasn peninsula and the Mh
Bay fortraaﬁes until rescued by 't;l:a United States Navy. Accefdingly, on
the day of attack the troops wers disposed into a North Luzon Foree under
Major General Wainwright, a South Luzon Force under Gensral Parker, a
Visayan-Mindanso Foree, a Philippine Cosst Artillery Command, and o.

USAFFE Reserve. The Alr Force was stationed chiefly in the area neay

Manila, except for 35 flying fortresses which wers split up between |

Olark Field, Iuzon and Del Monte Field, Mii‘ﬂamo » where the only facilities

existed which could acoommodate them. The Pleet withdrew to the southern

waters to avoid being trapped. The opders were:a) repel any landing,

b) destroy the beachhead if established, and failing in that, ¢) make a

fighting withdrawal to Bataan. (22) (23) (24) (25) (Map B)

(22) R17 pp.87-90 (23) R13 pp.1-5,11,20 (24) R1B pp.36,210 (25) R20 p.78
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The major portion of the inveding force was on Formosa, onlf 500
miles away. Thére was another portion in the Ryukus, end a third portion
on Palau, The first long range Ravy planes bombed Baiu_i'.o and Toi;_t‘zigano
on Lugon at 0950 8 December 1941. Without adequate air warning nets
the Ameriecan planes were feinted #way fram baio or caught on the ground
by euccessive Japanese flights. By nightfall Olark Field, Iba Field and
Nichols Field were in shambles; only half of the bombers and. two-thirds
of the fighters remined., By 10 December the Japanese hed achieved their
primary objective - air control of the Philippines, The balance of ten |
bombers departed for Del Honté Field in Mindanso and the few remaining
Ifightors confined purely to reconnaissance miseions. The naval base at
Cavite had also been destroysd. (26)

Meamwhile the landing cperatione had begun. On 10 December the small
defending unite at Aparri on the north cosmst of Lugon and ‘at Vigan on
the west coast were defemted. On 12 December the Japanese group from
Palau mede landings at Legaspi. With the diversionary landings, General
Homma was beginning to close the pinoers on Manila. On 18 December
Jl.paneu- Army planes from the field at Aparri began to supplement the sir
bombing and strafing which had continued daily unabated. The mein landing
began &t Lingayen Gulf during darkness on 22 December. Though ﬂm bulk
of General Wainwright's troope had been placed to protect this l.:;eu,
the outaumbere#, under-trained newer units broke and fled bofore the
Pressure of the battle experienced Japanese regulars. The defenders
retreated fapidly to succesasive delaying positiona., Tho landingl at
Lemon Bay en 24 December of another Japanese f_om- from the Ryukyus had
been sufficient threat._ to prevent the commitiment of the USAFFE Reserve
‘againet the Lingeyen beachhead. The South luzon Force wes ordered to
Bataan., General Wainwright's troops wers just barely able to hold the
(26) B3 pp.27-28 |

.

13



oritical Galun?{.t Bridge mcross the Pampange River lomg enough %o pormit |
the passage of the Southrll'orees befors the span was blown on 1 Js._r‘mary
1942, It bad been expected that the wide Pampanga River and the large
swamps which border it would constitube an Veffee.ﬁ.vo barrier. However,
the aggressive Japansse lost no time in effeoting a crossing and by |
infiltrating through the swamp had pushed the defenders back to thoi;-
main battle position on Batasn by 7 Jamary. (27) (28) (29) (Maps B and
)

For the battle of Bataan the 80,000 troope that remained were split
inte two Corps, Censral Wainwright on the left and Gemral Parker on the
right, and a small reserve. The peninsula is about 32 miles long and 20
miles wide, characterized by extremely mggoﬁ"termiﬁ with deep ravines,
dons& woods and jungle growth. A saddle betwsen the northern mountain
heights and the southern hill maes hes the oﬁy road across it connecting
the two shores. 4 poor road along the sheer western coast affords the
- only means of communication, while an excellent two-lane highway is
avallabls on the broad sandy beaches on the eastern @aat. The mein
battle position extended from each cosst to the northern mountain in the
center, while the reserve position followgd tl» east-wost road across
the central s_s.d;lle. The speed of the retreat had not permitted adequate
preparation of the positioms nor sﬁceaa,aful contact of the two Qorps at
the mountain in the center. Gensral Hommm launched a coordinated attack
on 10 January in an sll-out effort to meet the detailed time schedule
given him by the Southern Army Headquarters. Though massed artillery
fire rqpo_lied the attempts along the Bay coast, his men easily penetrated
the mﬁuntain area., h‘orking in small groups they infiltrated through the
center of the line and caused successive withdrawals by General Pai-kor's
tfoopn. The defenders were further handicapped by the presence of 20,000
civilian refugses in their midst, the lack of food, and the ravagss of
diseases which it brought on. At the end of Jamuary they had fallen baok
(27) BS pp. 145-155  (28) R16 pl18  (29) RI5 pp.55-36
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to the Reserve line. Throughout February and March the battle oontinued
along this lime., For this achievement the valiant fighting of the native
Philippine troops must -bo acknowledged, (30) |

Meanwhile other events hed transpired. On 25 Dscomber Gmra}.
MacArthur movéd his headquarters to Oorregidor Island and declared
Manila an aopen city, a condition which the Japanese bombers ignored.
Unable to deliver supplies except for an cccamionsl submarine load of
drugs and sammunition, the United Smtes.ordered General MacArthur to
Australia where he eventually was placed in command of the Soutiwest
Pacific Area. General Wainwright was left in command of the Philippines
forces. On 3 April General. Homme began his Pinal offensive. He was
reinforced by troop; from Ohifn and Indo-China, several artillery
battalions from Hong Kong snd Japan, and forty medium bombers from
Burma. The ceapalosa ‘pounding of £ha combined arms compelled the
reamants of the Bataan forr.‘-.e to surrender on 9 April. The historic
"Death March' of over a .hundrod miles to the prison camps in the north
followed. (31) (32) (33) (34) (35)

The fortress of Corregidor, located at the entrence of Manils Bay
about two miles from the southern tip of Bataan, resisted concentrated
pounding by nrtillery and aireraft and landing attempts until 6 May,
then, due to the lack of food, the great proportion of eick snd casuelties,
Goneral waimfright surrendersd the forces in the Philippines.

In pursuii of their miesion to establish bases for operaticns against

the Dutch East Indies, the Japanese had landed e reinforced infantry
| regiment from Palmu Island at Davao, Mindarmo, on 20 December. However,
here they d4id not meet such opposition as the landings on luzon. The
Philippine troops uﬁder Qolonel Sharp counld only resort to guerrilla
taotica. With no ;rtillery and under econtimicus Mbing since 5 December,

(30) RS p.303  (31) R13 p.d3  (32) B22 p,215  (33)R20 p.8h
(34) R16 pp.118-119 (35) R15 pp352,450,464 :
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they had not much choice. Purthermore, the invaders received considerable
help from over 30,000 Jﬁ.panue that had teken up residence in and e.bput,
Davao in late years. Within five days not only the airfieid at Davao

| had bheen put inte operationm, imt a socond base wes resgdied for The Nether- _
lands campeign at the small ialaﬂd of Jele, between Davec and Borneo.

As long as the bases were secured, Genersl .qu had besn pﬁntent't@

leave the troops in the interior to bs mopped up at leisure. With the
surrender of Bai.a.an the surplus Luzon troops and additional units from
Borneo became available. These had. no difficulty in swarming over the
remaining islands of the Philippine Archipelago. Upon orders from Gensral
Wainwi-ight, Colonel Sharp surrendered the Nindsnao troops to the J&pa.mlo’
on 14 May 1961, (36) (37) (38) (39) |

ASTATIO MAINLAND CAMPAIGN

The offense on the meinland had two principal objectives:

1. Secure t!p wostern flarnk of the approach to the Duteh
Indies by eliminating the threat of Singapore.
2, Destroy the British Army and Navy in Southeast Asis.

These objectives would, of courss, effect further advantages : aid
to Ohine would be complotely sealed off from the south ; extensive rescurces
of rubber, tin, oil, and othsr minerals would be at the disposal of the
Japansse ; the end of British domination in that part of the world.

The troops, planes and sﬁips_ were poised and resdy to strike their
individual objeotives.

The Pwenty-Fifth Army had departed from Canton, 'Oh:l.m, several deys
earlier by ship and uaﬁ lying off the shores of the Kra Peninsula. The
Fifteenth Aray was at the Indo-Ohima-Thailand border. General Homse's
forces wers at Formosa, Ryukyu and Pelaw Isl;mds. The Hong Kong Foroe
Prepared only a few miles from its objective, General Torquchi's Scuthern
(56) RI6 pp.118-119  (37) RI7 p.127 (38) R20 p.81 (39) S p.165
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Army Group Headquarters at Saigon had laid its plans e@nfuny, considered
every detail, made every preparation, snd timed everything to the moment.
Army,Navy and Air Porces were completely ccordinated. With the flash ‘
from Pearl Harbor they all went into metion during the night and sarly
norning of 8 ]}lecember 1941,

The Fifteenth Army marched into Thailard where it met only token
resistance. Within six hours that goverrment announced its Pull cooper-
ation with Japen. Political intrigue during the previous year had paid
off. Excellent bases for operations ageinst Burme and Chine were ready
for use, (Maps D and E)

The Twentyh?rifth Army under Gensrel Yamashite effected three separats
landings on the marrow penina;lla et the north of the Malaya 3tates. The
fleet airoraft and plenes from Indo-Chine began e devestating series of
bombing and atrafing attacks ef all the air flelds in Malays, including
S3ingspore, that caught four out c&' five plames on the gound, and left
them unchallenged air supremacy.

The mainland defsneive lines of the British garrison at Hong Kong
were shattored within three days. The heavily mined marrow channel
separating the mainland and the 1sland was quickly cleared by a specially
treined corps of swimmers. After the troops got on "the rock* on 19
December, they took control of the water supply. Much fighting was un-~
necessary. The defenders surrendered on 25 December. With this early
defeat the Britieh lost tremendous prestige in the Orieﬁt. {40)

The terrsin end the defenses in the areas of Burms and Malays had o
large influence on thw outcome. The Malays beninsula below the sits of -
Japanese landings is shaped similiarly to a football, about ﬁiz-htu;drod
miles in length and about two hundred miles im width. Mountains extend
the entire length and are more éoncentra‘_bed in the cantrai and eastern
portions, The many streams throughout feed into a féi hrge rivers,

(40) B16 pp 111-112 ' '
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prineipally the Perak, Slim, and Huar.‘ These f‘lw generally North to South
into the Indian Ocean. The whole area 1s decidely tropical. The hmidity
created by the heat, heavy rains and dense foliage prohibit much physical
exertion without previous months of aecli.mat.iari.. These conditions indieate
the prevalence of inseots, pests, malaria, typhoid and other disesses.

‘The mass of the ropulation, including almoet 2 million Chinese, is con-
centrated slong the rich mrrow plain of the west comst where highly
developed plantations produce about 42 % of the wor_idﬁl rubber,

One railroad serves this entire coast ard extends to Singors and
Bangkok in Thailand. A secad railrocad joins the southern tip and Thailand
through the eastern valleys. Theee railroade and the streame offer
practieally the only means of communication.

ﬁum is very much like Malaya in eo far ss climate and vegetation
&re concerned. The extremities of the Himalays Mounteins in the north
divide the country inte & series of ridges and valleys as they diginish
toward the sea. Away from the southern coast the broad central valley
is encircled by thess outlying renges of the Himalaye Mounteins. Kot 7
only do they form mtura.l boundaries,but effective bs.rriers to Esst~
Host communication,as there are only a few indistinet trails lesding
across them to Indo-China or India., On the other hand, the Irriweddy,
Bittong and Salween Rivers, flowing North and South betwsen the series
of mx;gos, profide excellent pathways. The only railroad alse comnects
thé principal port, Rangoon, with the extreme north. It is here that we
find lashio, terminus of the Burma Road to Ohina.

Tre iignifiuant features of these areas from a military ,pbint of
view are that, 1} the Melaya peninsula juts down to the islands of the
East Indies so cloaelj' tlat the narrow strait of Malacce through uhich
the sea traffic from eastern Asia must pass can be most effsctively
controlied by Singapore; 2) Burme premﬁﬁs an ideal cross-compertment for
the him‘z_oro.nca of over land upaditioﬁ- into Indim,

The defensive stremgth of ‘the British in Malays comsisted of cns
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Australian divisim_z, two Indian divisions and a composite division of
Indiens and Maleyan voluntesrs ell of which totaled about 70,000, The
tactical tniniﬁg of these troops had been both limited and slong theories
’ of Eurcpean warfars., 'rhé artillery available was below proportion fer
the troop strength. ‘fho Alr Porce consisted of approximately 300 planes
‘of which two-thirds were obsolete. The Far East Fleet based at Singapers
‘consisted of three cruisers and six destroyers which were reinforced by
two new battleships and three gb.rrierl on 2 December, He. have already
noted how the war in Eﬁropa had delayed more effective reinforcoadnt;.
Since the threat was from the east and north the gereral plan was to meet
attacke from those directions and gradually withdraw to & firm line extending
elong the Muar River on the west all the way across the peninsuls to the
sastern shore. This was the J chore Line on which they confidently figured
to gain sufficient time Por the arrival of adequ#te’ reserves. Presumeably,
the thought was never entertained timt Singapore was anything bﬁt "impregnable® .
.The forces in Burme consisted of less tian two divieions (mostly
native and Indian) and & squadron of ebsolete fighter planes. The general
ooncept was that no advences would be made toward Eurm by "t.har Ja.pa.nue-until
Malaye had fallen. Thprofore_, the limited flow of ncw strength had been
channeled toward thes latter,
Genoral Yamashita's forces, consisting primarily of two Infantry
Divisions, four tenk regiments and elsven artillery battalions, were
quickly joined by another division frem Inﬂo—qhim by way of Thailand.
While ths bulk of the force moved from Singora directly to the western
coast by means of the the railroad and the one principal road, a second
column started from Patani to join it at Ipoh. The balance of the troops
which had initially been repelled by the gb.rr:l:on at Kota ﬁhnru, quieckly
made & successful landing just to the not:tth of those defenses and was
' soon moving towerd Singapore in two columns, also., While ocne moved quickly
along the eastern shore without much resistance, the second column moving

mlong the interior railroad was effectively wit;l?mld by the defenses along
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the deep mountain cuts. But even tho'!e.hﬂd to give way in the face of
the continuous threats by the column proceeding down the western coest.
By the enti of thfce woeks of fighting the British colonial troops lg.d |
been driven to the vicinity of their preplanned southern nn.‘. Exhausted
and completely demoralized, they.. had besn cutmansuvered and outwitted by
the more superior trained and squipped Japanese troops. The ssries of
road blocke and defenses along the banks of the Perak and Slim Rivers
" bhad proved inadequate. (Map E)
| The advance down the western coast was ch-.raeterized by a t.echnique '
that had long been practiced in the similar grounds of Hainan and Indo-
China, Secoute mounted on bicycles preceded the ecolumm 3 a® gs00n 88 8
- road block or resistance was encountered, tanks came forward to kmook it
out - often these light tanks came scross presumesably impassable terrain.
If tanks were not aveilabls or could not got through, then planu.enno
in to bomb and strafe. Meanwhile, the infantry snveloped one or both
Planke. Along the river defenses the envelopments were mde by putting
out to sea in smell boats and effectiﬁg landings below the lines. 4nd
there was aiwa.ys the thfe&t of the other parallel) coluwn.

The Japanese soldier gave ample display of his individual skill
and physical conditioning. Able to sustain himraelf with meager retions
and "living off the Jand®, he moved alons or in smsll groups, through the
jungles or down the streams. He infiltrated the defenders' lines, or
masqueraded &s a oivilian to successfully attack the rear or destroy .
lupply dumps. Armed with light autemtic weapons, grenades and small
mortars, he fully exploited the advanta g es afforded by the terrain.
By way of adding‘ insult te injury, Pirecrackers were used to nugm@t
the noise and cenfusion of thgaﬁ surpriss atiacks to dleceive the beseiged
as to the true strength or direction of the assault. {41)
(41) R17 p.103

20

L



Aw the left flank had to draw back from & heavy attack along the
Mus¢ River on 17 January because of anotler emvelopment by sea, the
Johore Line was abandonsd. Only eme more line about twenty-five miles
to the rear was briefly held before all troops were withdrawn to Singapore
on 31 Jarnuary., The defenders on the island could have been starved into
submission but General Yemsshita chose not to lose time. On 5 Pebruary
a terrific bombardment of the islend was begun from the minland. The
big-guns of the fortress emplaced to defend toward the sea in the opposite
direction were of little use in returning this fire, On 8 February
successful landings across the 1200 yard wide straits were made at both
the eastern and western ends of the island. The causeway was promptly
seized and repaired and troops and tanks poured across. On 15 February
Singapors surrendered. (42)

One other impertant event in comnection with the Melaya campaign
_bea.ra attention. A Japanese submarine had reported the a._pproaoh of the
British Fleet. The British Par East Fleet, including the new super

et e o~
battle -eruipers, "Prince of Wales! andK“Repulao" wers out in sesrch of
the Invasion Forece in the South Ohine Sea. Onm 10 December a group of
torpsdo planes and bombers was sent to attack and within two hours both
capital ships had been sunk. This action not enly prwe& the inadequacy
of anti-asircraft fire as defense for shipe againet planes, but the supremaocy
of the Japanese Navy in the Pacific was_ loft unchallenged. (43)

The campaign in Burma' was scheduled to take place following the
termination of that in Malaym. The immediate mission of the Fiftsenth
Army, since it eomj.-ﬁd of only two divisions, was to stabilize the
situation in Thailand and to forestall any attempt by the British to
launch a countser-offensive from Burma. The Alr Corps assisted by
bombing the airfield at Tavoy on 10 Degsmber and Rgngoon on 23 December.
(42) R4 p 11 (43) RIS p.339 |
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The raid at Rangoon caused -tha frightamd native laborers to flee the city
with the consequence that the port facilities were left idls. A small
force from Thailand wes sent across the .Buml. border on 12 December and
went almest to Tavoy befors encountering any resistance. The rapid
brogreas in Malays permitted & full scals invasion to be inttiated in
mid-Jenuary. The plan proposed the continued move by one division along
the coast to the north of Tavoy while a second divieion effeo'_t.ed & passage
through the jungle track 100 miles north of Bangicok. Tactically, the
story is very much a repetition of the astion in }{alnya. t uurpris&,
infiltration, énvolowmant, and clese air support. (44) (Map D)

The delaying action of the British troope was very costly te them.
The only redeeming feature being tlat it gave them time to salvage some
of the stores in Rangoon and time for the arrivwal of Chinese troops. |
Réngocm, the only source of supplies,.wau occuppied by the Japanese on
7 March. Since Generallssimo Ohiang Kai-shek was vitally interssted im
maintaining the route of supply from Rengoon to the Burma Road, he had
promptly agreed to send assistance. By the end of February, the Fifth
and Sixth Chiness Armies arrived. General Jossph Stilwell, United
States Army, who had the capacity of Ohief of Staff in the Chinsse Armﬁ,
also arrived to givs hie per;mni direction. As the British foroces
were gradually pushed towsard the interior along the Irrawaddy River and
the railroad, they were able to establish a fairly strong point sbout
two hundred miles north of Rgngoon. The Chinese Fif'th and Sixth Armies
in that order extended. ‘bhia. goneral line to the Salween River in the
east. This line might have been quite effective but for two factors :
the troops of the Sixth Army wofe ineufficiently trained end underequipped;
positive contact 'had not besn established between the flanks of the three
defén&ing groups. The aggressive Japanese, reinforced by the arrival of
(44) R20 p.124 |
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the troops released from Hahya.,. quickly exploited bgth opportunities.
After the disintegration of the Chinese Sixth Army, the victors contimued
speedily up the lower reaches of the Burma Road well inmte Chima. The |
penetrations in the flanks had foresd the abandonment of their .poiitim"
by both the British and the Fifth Army. By 30 April f.he withirawal had
bscome a complete i-outo with the ram_nﬁ.ntu of both forces making a mad
dash for the India border by every mears available, (45)

Thus, with the end of the Burma oa.mpaign,. the British optimistically
looked back upon it as & minor rsuccua in thet it promised to postpoﬁo
any Japanese invasion of India until the end of the monsoon sesson in
Sept-.mbar. on f.ho other hend, the success of the ocampaigns in _'l‘haila.nd,
Malaya and Burms gﬁve the Jepansse an inporbaﬁt ﬁortion of the Southern
Resources Area, Not only had the' western flank been secured for ths -
'invasion of the Dutch Indies, but the British power on the mainland had
been wiped out. It would permit initial advances in Fhase II of the over-
21l plan, since the Western anchor of the proposed perimeter was now

assured,

DUTCH EAST INDIES CAMPAIGN

The time had come to capture the primecipal objective - the rich |
islands of The He.th_erland-. This move had been purposely delayed until
the succees of the sarlier campaigns was assured. It undoubtedly would
have been quicker and easier 1;.0 have moved directly to the seizure of
these islands becauss of the element of surprise. In that event, however,
there still would have remsined the uncertainty of how successfully the
Japanase forces could hold t_hom' and tc what extent the avallable
resources could be exploited because of the long expo.ae_d sea route to
the homeland. With the sarly victories in Malaye and the Philipp'ines,
(45) RIS P.44O
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the last cause for hesi'batiqn"ims removed. Both the east and west flanks
were sscured. The thmai of British sea power and American e&ir power had
been eliminated. The South Ohina Ses had bscome in effect a Japansse canal;
" this direct corridor to the objectﬁe’ wes unimpeded. (46) (Map F)

The conquest of the Dutch islands is primarily a history of naval and
air action. In order to appreciate more fully the strategy of the JApanoae
plan for this campaign, let us firat examine the defensive si‘t.u.s.tion. A
casual glance at the mep of this area reveals innumerable islands ranging
in size from tiny coral outcrops in the sea to others whose ares is comparable
to any of our midw;atorn states. A closer study will further reveal that
if the map of the United States were siporimposed with the north west
corners coincident, the extreme esstern islands would extend beyond our
eastern coast. Obviously, thle is a large area. The continucus chain
from Sumatra to Timor 1§ often referred to as the "Malaya Ea.rrier' s since
it both separates the Pacific and Indian Ocesns and forms the comnecting
link between Malaya, that long finger of the continent of Asia, and the
lessor continent of Auetralia. fho la;réut and most important island of
this group is Java_.. It is centrally hutéd; has great deposite of high
quality oll, produces great quantities of rubbsr, is the most extensively
developed, and bas ths greatest pepulation eoneoﬁtration, including most
of the 250,000 Dutch, (Map F) | |

8ince The Netherlands goverrnment was in exile in England at this time,
the defense of the Ind:lo- hinged dependently upon the Britiah in Malaya,

The Dutch had been alert to the poseibility of invasion since the declaration
of war on 7 December, but their most effective accomplishment was the
detailed preparation for destruction of anything of valus that might fell

to the Japansse., The laok- of an air foréa and facilities for the production
of equipmont precluded anything more impouing. (47)

(46) R20 p.15 (47) RIS pp.sh6-447

’ 24



An attempt had been made toward the unification of effort by the
British, American, Australian and Dutch forces as early as 10 Jammary 1942,
The operational directives were issued by this new ABDAOCM Headquarters
under General wWavell of‘ England. Lieutenant General Hunter Pooten (Dutoh)
end Admiral Hart (American) were placed in commend of the ground and ses
' fo;_-eas_, respectively. It must be pointed out, however, that this organi-
zation was based on cooperation for the mutual uel:am, rather than on
decisive authority. In the face of circumstances on 25 Febi'uary it
dissolved altogsther and each nation was left to look after its own
intereste. |

The cancept of ABOACCM wae to maintain the integrity of the "Barrier*,
80 that Australia might serve as a base for supplies from the United States
to the Philippines, Malaya, and the Indies. In consequence thersof, the
combined fleet of nine cruisers, twenty-three destroyers, and thirty-six
submarines was engaged in conveying troops and supplies to Singapom, wl{ilo _
the ground forces were concentrated in northesstern Sumatra,

The Japaness plan conceived a two pronged t‘hrﬁst at Java. The Navy
wau-to make a wide envelopment from the sast in order to sscure close in
air bases and out. off communication with Australia. The Army was to effect
a direct landing. (48) (49)

In the first week of Jamary the Naval operation was already undorwa.y.
The Third Fleet which had supported the Philippine landings was reinforced
and reconstituted as The Netherlanis East Indies Force. This was divided
into an Eastern Invasion Force at Jolo and & Western Invasion Force at
Daveo, but both would proceed concurrently. The Western Force was to
advance by may of Macassar Btrait to sscure Duich Borneo and seize strategic
locations along the southern coast. This was readily accomplished with
the successive capture ofrthe key coaetal locations of Tarakan, Balikpapan
(48) R17 p.128  (49) R5 pp.29-51
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and Banjermasin on 11 Jamary, 23 Jamuary, and lllrebrunry, respectively.
The only consoling fgot for the allies out of this phase of the campaign
was its first (though minor) naval victory., Admiral Hart with enly four
destroyers had caught the Japanese transports by surprise during the

night of 25 Jamuary while they were still in the prosess of unlcading,

and succeeded in sinking four and demging others before escaping unharmed.
However, the Japanese now had full control of Borneo. Serawsk (British
North Berneo} had quickly succumbed to & task Forece from Indo-chiﬁa which
effected landings at Miri, 16 December, and Kuehing, 24 December.

The Bastern Invasion Force proceeded through the Moluceca Sea and
eut.a.i:li-hed bases in the Celebees at Menado, 11 J’anuary; Kendari, 23
Jenuary; Macassar, 10 Pebruary; and at Ball on 18 February. Mearnwhile,
its land based planes at Kendari had joined with a carrier striking force
from Palau to support the Iaﬁdingc of Davao troops in the capture of
Auboina on 30 January. This had been the eastern anchor of the Dutch.
Koepang, port of entry from &ua'f.:’alia was seizéd on 20 February, the day
after the earrier forece had (cmpieuly)demolished Darwin, Australias,
termim.l‘ of the Allied lupply_lim. 8ince Singapore had surrendered on |
the 15th, Java was now isolated. (50)

The Japanese were not wasting a:iy time. The _.Sixteenth Army, composed
of three victorious divieions, vas assigned the mission of occupying Jave.
The objective had been "softened up" by continmous air attscks from the
bases in the Celebes and Bornec since 3 February. The epemtioﬁ bogin on _
14 Pebruary with an h.t.teemptp_ to -éeize the oil refineries at Palembang, Sumatra,
before they could be destroyed. 450 paratroopers were dropped for this
missiﬁn, and -though they were wiped’_ou_t- almost 40 the man, the follow-up
by & division landing on the next day wae partially successful. The main
body aueﬁbled on the southern shores of Borneo and Banka Island. | They
made successful landings at Batavia and Semarang, Jave, on 28 February,
(50) R20 pp.100,104,112,113
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after fiercs by brief resistance. In typical manner, these had been
p_roe_ta.ded by tremendous air bomhs.rdﬁant and supported by naval gunfire.

The large naval base at Surabaya had already been destroyed by bombs.

A.s the Dutch fleet moved out to intercept the Iﬁvasion Force on 27 Fsbruary,
11'.-. lack of aerial recomns issance and the superior numbers of the Japanese
convoy resulted in its ultimete destruction in'what is now called the
Battle of Java Sea. Although scattered native resistence continued in

The Netherlands East Indies, organized resistance had ended by 9 March
1942. (51) (52) (53)

PHASE II
THE BISMARCKS - NEW GUIREA

The end of Allied resistancs in the East Indies also brought to a
succegsful eonclusion Phase I of the Japenese plan. The perimeter having
been established, Phase II, the consolidation of the perimeter, could be
expedited,

One other last step in the establishment of the perimeter needs to
be summarized in order to complete the pieture. The southeast sector hed
been secured in late December when Japanese troops from the adjoining
Mershalls occuppied the Gilbert Islands litermlly without a struggle,.

" At this time the only remaining link was the group of the Bismarck
Archipe-lago end the northern portion of New Guinea. This was a British
controlled area whose defenses consisted principally of 1,400 Australian
troops garrisoned in Rebaul, the govermment seat and major port. (Mep @)

The onptﬁro of thie area was assigned to the Fourth Flest. Land
bamsed planes from Truk (Carcline Islends) and two aireraft carriers
would support the infantry regiment and "Special Navy Ls.nding Porces"
which had been attached. The proceedurs followed was that typical of
(51) B3 p.3¢ (52) R20 p.119 (53) RI7 pp. 72, 127-133, 149
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the campaigns previously described : isclation of the target, comcentration
of forces, establishmenﬂ of the base, the mext advance. (Map F)

On 3 Jenuary Rabaul was bombed by a small numbsr of planses. The&aﬂar
the number and intensity inecreased almost daily, until on 2% Jemuary the
ground forces, supported by naval batteries, captured the city following
a raid by 100 bombers. On & March the entire ob,’iactiva was secure. (54)
(55) |

In the period immediately following, certain significant events
ocourred. For one, the ease and speed of the conquests had engendered in
the Japanese a mingled attitude of overconfidence and a desire to exploit
the initial successes. They reflected that Port Moresby in southern New
Guinea was only 350 miles from Australia; the lower Solomons and New
Oaledonia were directly atiwart the United States-Australia supply route;
the Alsutians were within possible air striking distance of the home
islands of Japan, Accordingly, the original concept of the perimeter was
altersd to include certain outlying bases which would serve 8:l a line of
outguards to the perimeter. It may be assumed that two immediately

contributing facts toward this decision were, 1) the surprise attack on
Tokyo by 16 United States Army medium bombers from an aireraft carrier on
18 4pril, 2) the inersasingly successful raids by emell but fast and
powerful United States Havf,r task Forces ‘on the unprotected outer islands.
This now expansion, of coufse, would delay the completion of Phase II. (Map G)

The Solemen Islands were occuppied by 5 May without any serious diffi-
culty. On 6 May the task forece bound for Port Moresby was intercepted
by an American Naval Task Force enroute to protect that base. The
resulting conflict, g?nerally referred to as the Battle of the Ooral See,
is peculiar to military history in that it was a naval engsgement without
a direct volley being exchanged between shipe, and that both landbased and
(54) RI5 p.4l6  (55) R17 p.14l
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ship-based planes were used by both sides. Eech side lost an aircrafi
carrier, tut thw uitimte victory went to the Americans because the Japansese

retired with the intent of ccmpleting the mission in June. (56) (57) (%8)

THE LAST PHASE

The final action with which we shall deal was oontemplated to bring
about in one fell swoop the at.t.ain_:_neht of both the outer perimeter and the
aime of Fhase IIJ. |

The implementation of the new policy-roiulted in the Battlar of Midway
and the Aleutian landings, 4-6 Juns 1542. fThe Japanese lsaders hed beocome
convinced l‘bhlt- the occupation of Midwey {approximately 1000 miles from
Hawaii) and the western islands of the i-leuﬁan- (nearest land approaches
from the United States to Japan) were essential to the defense of the
Empire when that aspect of the war would have to be assumed. Moreover, it~
was felt that & crushing blow could be dealt to the American Navy; tlus,
the United States might promptly eeek a negotiated peace.

The @Grend Flset was committed for the first times. The tremendous
armede of five aireraft carriers, 14 cruisers, 11 battie-hipa,' 58
destroyers, 18 trensports, 17 submerines snd the essential auxiliaries,
proceeded for Midway in three groups: a Striking Foros, The Main Body,
az;d the Ocoupation.n‘orm. Intelllgence e-tma:bu as a result of the
Coral 3es battle had prompted f.hnI departure date of this force since the
definita location of the United States carriers in that area made it
impouiblo for them to assist Midmy, Ooncurrently; a Second Moblle
Foru& of two carriers, two crulsers, five ﬁestroyer- and several transporis
was 1o make e reconraissance in force of the Aleutians and occupy Kiska
and Attu Yslands in the extreme west. It was furthgr hoped that the action
of the sscond would also eqnstituto e feint to _achiove. surprise at Midwey.
(56) R16 p.127 (57) R1O pp.30-33 (58) R13 p.8a
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As it turned out, the Japanese were surprised. Unknown to they, the
Americans had reconstructed the Japsnese oryptographic device and had full
warning of the impending ettack. Three aireraft carriers, eight cruisers,
14 destroyers and 25 submrines were assembled north of Midway By 2 Juns.
In addition, 22 army bombers had arrived to reinforce those on the island,
and 150 planes readied in &iasim. From the first counter-blows sarly 4
June the oppoﬁing airoraft (Japanese 250 - American 347) waged incessant
battls on both fleets until the Japanese flest escaped during the night of
6 June after a.banﬂ@ning the operation. The Japenese lost four large carriers,
250 planes and lm-firat-lim pilots, as compared to om® carrisr, one
destroyer, 150 planes and dameges to the Midway installations for the
Americans. - This engagoment ended the Japenose expansion to the east. (59)
The Aleutlans force, after overcoming difficulties with the weather
ﬂ.nd'Ameri.can planes, had successfully Ib'ombed Dutoh Harbor and oceﬁppied
Kiska and Attu., These operations had mscéeded in placing Japenese troops
on the very threshold of the American continent; but it should be noted that
Japan's prineipal force for pressrving the perimeter had been sericusly
reduced. (60) (Map G)

~ CORCLUSICN _

In coneluding the acoount of the period 7 December 1941 to 12 September
1942, we -hnli sumparize the strategic att:ltuﬁo of the opposing forces.

The arrival of General Mac Arthur in Australis on 17 March had put
inte effect the prina:}.ple of unity of command adopted by & conference of
Alljed leaders in Washington in Be'oamhar 1941. As a result of this conference
the United States had been given strategic reasponsibility for the wap in the
Pacifio. In order to delineate the limits of individual authority and
responsibility, the Joint Chiefs of Staffs (United States Army, Navy, Air
Forces) had divided this area into two zones, the 3outhwest Pacific Area,
and the Pacifie Ocean Areas. General MacArthur wes appointed suprems commander
(59) B3 p58  (60) R16 p.515 | |
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of the former, and Admiral Nimitz, the latter: The Pacifio Ocean Areas
wers subdivided into the North, ceﬁtral anl South Pagific Areas. (Map G)

General MacArthur's initial mission was to hﬁld those positions still
in Allied control in order that they might serve as bases whem it became
possible to assume the offensive. Admiral Nimits was to support the
operationa for and maintain the supply lines to General MacArthur, keep
tho.Japamn in thsir present area, and protect the western sheres of
America. |

In early Lugut a force of approximately 15,000 Japo.neag made a second
attempt to eapture Port Moresby, but this time by way of the mountaincus
jungles of New Guinsa. Only'a small number of half-starved and sick troops
had arrived to within 50 miles of the cbjective to threaten the defenders
on 12 September. (61)

n 31 July 1942 an amphibious foroe of approx:{mataly 20,000 Marines
wae launched by the commender of the South facific Area for the purpose
of seizing a Japansse aiwriio’:}d on Guadalcanal, Solomons, in order to |
nsutralize the threa&rom tlet area. The initial landings on 7 August
were a success and the airfield quickly secured. Boa;;ito Japanese _
reinforcemente and repeated counter-attacks, the Amsricens were still ‘in
posssssion on 12 3eptember. This actiom is signifiecant in that it presents
the first amphibioue task foroe of the United States in this war, and,
more important, its first major offensive efforé. The new organization

with Unlited Allled effort under strictly delegated renponsibirlity had
succoeded in its initial offensive acts and posed the rea‘li‘by of the
defensive for the Japanese. (62) (Map @)

From 7 December 1941 to 12 September 1042 we have sesn the Jafaneau
Empire expand to include all of its initial objectives and preparing to
defend them until uuchrtima as the Unlted St.at.elruould tire of the struggle
and concede them by a negotiated peace. At this day in history, it could
be said thet Jam had won the war.

(61) R2 p.35  (62) R2 p.10 "
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ANALYSIS AND ORITIOISM

The war was & result of political end egonomic digsatisfaction in
Japan. Morecver, war as & mational instrument ¢f policy was advocated
by a foreceful group of militarist who had gained sontrol of the govern-
ment. Japan had "the world to gain and nothing to lone; .

Psychologicaliy the peopls were ready for war. As a group they
were wholly subservient to their leadersamid had complete faith in them.
The fact that Japan had never lost a war, the "apirit of Bushido®, the |
propagande and prospects of the "Greatsr Eaet Asia Sphere of Co-Prosperity”,
had developed an aggressivensss that was incomperable. This can be
exemplified in the statement of the United States Ambassador to Japan frm
1932-1941, Honorable Joseph €. Grew :

“Probably noc other factor has contributed more heavily to

the preliminary victories mchieved by the Japenese in this war

than the offeneive apirit which permeates all of the armed forces

of the Empire." (63)

The very moment seemed opportuns; it was "now, or never®’. The only
forces which could pessibly restrain the aims proposed were Great Britain,
, Russis and the United States. Ruseia and Great Britain were even then |
battling for their very existence in Europs before the German onslaught.
America was ocouppied in developing material assistance to them end speeding
up preparations for its own defense. |

The important point is that, we, the military leaders, recognize
that we must keep abreast of these political and economic developments in
the world so that we may do our full share both as citizens o aid our
government in resolving the conditiéna éf m'ést, and as ecldiers to defend
our nation should conflict become inevitable. ) '

The basic strategicel plan, at first glanoce, violates a fundemental
(63) B9 p.8
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principal of warfsare - the dispersich of forees against several objectives
at one time and all in different directions. Such a plan is susceptible
to & cconcentration of opposing forees s.ml pieesmeal destruction. Herein
lies the paradox. The risk was there, but it had been well calculated,
The forces of the Empire were vastly superior in number, training,
experience and equipment to any that could be quickly assembled against
them. Moreover, those forces were only locaely allied, and not under a
single unified direction of command. The United States and Great Britain -
either together or singly, had a much groﬁt.ar potontiﬁl for war, but this
could be offset by the element of surprise and an aggressive initiative.
By striking in every direction at once ths defenders would be further
decelved as to the ultimate objectives and greater surprise effected,

The attitude of the Amorican government at this time was to strongly
opposs any further extension of Japanese holdings in the Far Bast. That
is what brought about the embarge early in 1941 and the conference in
Washington later. We can presume that the United States was willi#g to
oppose such action by force if necessary. The base in Hawaii was in the
process of being buklt up and the Facific Fleet already based there
deliberately to meet such a contingency. If the Japanese were to hold
the Southern Resources Area successfully and eliminate the opposition
already thers, they must first remove the possibiliﬁy of reinforamentu"
arriving. These reinforeemsnts must come through Haweii, Wake, Guam,
bsoause of the long oéean trip involved. With efficient intelligo.nee on
the Pacific Fleet, thorough preparations and the complete surprise o_f :
an urnexpected attack, the potential of the United States would be seversly
hampered. This action did secure the left flank for the campaign in the
Resources Area, _

The Japanese leaders miscaloulated the effect the attack at Pearl
Harbor would have upon the American people, They were deeply angered by
the “sneak® ettack and not only shaken from their complacent attituds on

world affairs but immediately d4ivorced from their policy of is‘olationim.
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Vithin three weeks a meeting wes held -of the top government and -milif.ary
leadofs.of the nations opposed to Japan ~ Germany . Italy. They agreed
upon unity of effort and overall strategy. The development of the
tremendous war potential of the United States was given sudden impetus.

The firet bombs had brought about the open alliance of the individusl forces
that Japen had set upon to c.onquer._

The reaction of Pearl Hurboer also affected the Japansse military
loaders' concept of a "limited war®. The prineiple of léizing a well
defined objeetive for the 'pl.zrpése of holding it for an extended period with
e superior force is accepted in military science. The prineiple hasd already
been amply 11lustrated to the Japanese in all their previous wars ; Russia,
1904 ; World War I, 1918; Manchuria, 1931; Ohira, 1932-1941. The fallacy
appears in the adoption of such a concept at this partiocular time in history.
The English speaking peoples took up the cry, "kill ﬁha yellow bestards".
The confliet svolved into a struggle for racial supremacy. As such, it
woﬁld bo a bitter dual to the end in which the side with the greatest
rescurces would destroy the other; not the "megotiated peace® and retention
of its conguests contemplated by the Imperial Headquarters. In this same
regpact, the aims of the Jo.paﬁese among themselves were not crystallized.
The military lemders failed to coordinate with the political -~ ecomomic
leaders. While the recommendeations of the military were substantially
based on the potential available at that time to assurs sucosas of their
limited objective, the political commitments te Germany end economic aims
definitely invited "total war', The military las.d.er- did not reoognize this
contingency, now were thoy prepared to meet it,

Pearl Barber brought about ﬁzrthar_ reporcussions within the dofon-i_ve
organlzation of the United Btates. Glaring weaknesses were brought to light.
The military leaders had committed the unpardonable erridrs of underestimating
the capability éf the fos and éetﬁng caught by eurpriss. In tlw first
instanes, the pdlitiatl leaders must aoccept s share in ﬁhe- negligenca.
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They were purn.uing a couree of diplomacy which demanded the support of the
arned forces, tut failed to give the latter ths close liaison and sufficient
Punde with which to comply as expscted. .'l‘he atﬁitude of the American people
was of superiority over the Japanue'. This belittling was detrimental to
the develﬁpmont of the means %o kesp a close scrutiny on the Japanese might.
" In the eecond instanoce, ‘bhe defanses ofMi were left separately to the
Navy and the Army. Each va.s unknowingly relying upon the other for adequate
wrning., The. immediate results were di-astoraul a.nd dolayed the Allied
offensive in the Pacific. The action did peint up the consequences of the
lack of unity in command between the services and it brought about the
- correotion of this defect. | |
| The lelimination of the Britiph, Dutch and American forcee in the Far _
Eant wis & relat.ivaly simple matter. These forces werse dintribﬁﬁod at.
various sirong pomtu throughout the area. Each of these aress was lepnro.ted
by uater over an expanse much larger than the con'h:mentnl area of the Upnited
State-. Reserves, rainforeement.s and supplies would have to come by ship
or plane; both of these were extremely limited and obsolete. Th§ troops
were small in mmber and inadequately trained ; their equipment was inferior.
Within each island of resistance the defenders were hampered by lack of
modern ‘ecmmuniaationlfacrilitin and roads. The interiors were undeve loped
in most instances. The Japanase had thorough‘lmcwzpdge of these factors
through their many yoars of cﬁmmercial interecurse and from agents posted
throughout the area. Eacsh factor had been fully considered and found out-
weighted by their preparation. They hed a large modern battle fleet, an
up-to-date air force of thousands of planes, and a huge welLtﬁinad and
equipped ,axperienced army. This favorable comparison could i:o made not
only against each defending force individoally, but against all of them
combined. |
At the beginning esch mation, the United States, Greet Britain and

Holland, wae short-sightedly operating only in terme of protecting its
own interests. Some thought had been givreﬁ to mutual assistance as early
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as 1940 when the British Commander in Malaya and Gensral MacArtimr in the
Philippinés had agreed to mutﬁal aid, but no concrets agreements were made

or positive steps taken by either country. Even the formation of ABDACOM
after the war was in its zecond month faould have proved more mliaﬁic and
effoctive if it had besn based upon dis;t.ine‘t authority rather than ccoperation.
A combined defense under a wnited command at least would have gained time.

The Jepansse recognized this fact, toe. They could afford t.o sell
space for time. They were moving againat time. "Assistance would have to
come from Ameriea. It was a long distance awsy, _131.11'. more important to the
Japanese, they would have to get poasession of their objectives and set up
the perimeter béfore Auwerica would have time tc;_ pz_-epgre the assistance,

-The principle of the *perimeter defense” iau prbved valid throughout
World War II in both henﬂ.sphprea of operations and in a multitude of
instances mné;ing from the smallest to the largsst fighting unit_p-_:__ To <
the Jespanese must go the credit for its innovatim("ﬁéﬁ;{d;ﬁng the vastuess
of the area, almoet all water, and the thousands of islands, nc other plan
of defense could be more feasible and at the sams time so eonserving of
strength. An invading force would bs compellsd to approach over long
distances by water in limited mumbers and proceed slowly from iainnd .‘t.o '
island. Thus, while the specific island gﬁrrison warned of this approach
and delayed the landing troops it would be assisted by the ﬁirp_ower stationed
on nearby islands until the powerful Ploating r.eaem would arrive to deliver
the fimal blow.

The general plan of defenss in the Philippines was well conceived.

The selsctiocn of the peninsuls of Ba‘lt.a.agp.for. a final stand was excellent.

It did oblige the Japanese to keep a large fdrce oommitted at a iime when

it might'well have been required elsewhere. The effectivensss of the

resistence, such as it was, muet be crodited td the'rili.pino troops.

Since the majority of these had received such limited prior training, it .

is apparent that their efforts wers due to their 1dya1t.y to Amerioca . Ff@ﬂ"‘“ﬁm
The t.act.:i.c_l" of the ‘Japanese invasion foroce offer an akaellant model

56



for an island offensive. Not only in the Philippines, but throughout the
several areas it was a successful technique : longer range aircraft to destroy
defensive bases; shorter range planses to assure serial supsriority and con-
tinued destruction of defensive installations; diversionary initial hndinga
by ground forees; major landinge under cover of paval gunfire; concentration
of foroces and establishment of bases; advancenent to the next objective
while the hinterlands are "mopped up®. The entire progresesion was character-
ized by spesd and as a result the offensive wap facilitated by the maximum
exploitation of initiative and surprise. The elimination of American air-
power in the Philippines permitted the establishment of clossr bases for

the operationa against the Indies.

The training and expsriance of the Ju.panea-e soldier ares most clearly
seen in the Malaya campaign. Here the British troops were completely oﬁt—
witted and demoralized by the alert Japanese. The defenses were based
upon ®-) the anticipation of landings along the eastern shore, b) the
impenetrability of the jungles, ¢) blocking of the limited overland routes
of travel, d) tactical training along theories evolved in the last
European War, e) the impragmbility of the naval base at Singaporo.

The Japanese t;oopa wade their principal effort down the weatern coast
8pearheaded by light tanks and armersd unites, often crouing the presumeably
impassable terrain with ease. Stubborn rosd blocke were Quickly reduced by
close air support or enveloped by amphibiocus hops along the coast, or by
oot troops who proved quite familisr with the jungles and expert at
infiltration. Japanese planes bombed 'smgapore with practieally no
oppositbn. British troops from India or Burms might have relieved the
pressure on the-Malaya defendere by & counter-attack from the north, but
this had not been attempted. Had such action occurred, however, the Japanese
army in Thailand wag prepared to meet it,

The sinking of the "Prince of Wales' and the “Repulss” on 10 December
proved not only the valnerability of warahips to ensmy air attack unloas
adequatol; Protected by friendiy fighters, tut emasculated tne British
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Faval Fleet in the Far East. The eventual surrender of Singapore left the
Japanoaé with absclute control of the air and sea and ths Dutoch East Indies
with virtually no protection.

The plen and execution of the Burme campaign was fiur_lein. The tactics
were osaeﬁt.ially the same as in the Philippines and Malaya. From the stand-
point of tﬁe defenders, a few oriticisms mey be made. To begin with, the
natives had no liking or sense of loymlty to the British. They abandoned
the vital pert facilities at.‘Rangoon &g soon &s it was bombed by the
Japanese. With a friendlier attitude and keener anremu. the British
might have dovelo.pad a mative force during the monthe prior to the war
that would offer at least numerically stronger resistance f.o the Japané:e.
The British forces were slow in other ways : they fought at their delaying
positions so long that repeatedly the Japanese erfootéd a complete
snvelopment ; they _ei-lled upori Chinese assistance after it was too late to
save their only port of supply, Rangoon. Lat.ler, the failure to establish
direot contaoct between f.he British and Ohinese olemn\t pormitted & pene-
tration which resulted in ths complete abandonment of the defenses. The
oceupation of Burma gave the Japanese the western enchor to thelr eontem-
Plated perimeter, and sealed off this source of.slnpplies 4o China .

The East Indies campaign, as well as the attacks at Pearl Harbor,

Wake, the Solomons and Midway, typifys the rs.ng?, mobility and power of

the Osrrier Striking Force. This self—métaining unit caphble of traversing
long distances to deliver & dewvastating blow was ido_o.l for nperationll in
these geograrhical circumstances. fThe first American successes cams &s

a result of the later ad@ption of the ides it prepented, i.e. - General
‘Doelittle's reid on Tokyo. The Indlies wers proguaaivolf isolated by the
destruction of air defenses and sea power. Extensive shore lines énd lack
of roads and railways necessitated the diepersion of defensive.foreo-.
Without danger of interception tho‘ landing forces could concentrate superior
strength at a particular point. and eventually overcome the separate points
of resistance. In the defense of Java, the remnants of the Butch Fleet
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could not even deliver 5 final attempi dlt- t.he troopehips beoaun; the lack
of aerial recbnnai-mnco- provented it from locating them.

Inconsistencies in the J‘lpanese progression of successes can be noted
in the Pinal phases. The origim.l plan ealled for the immediate reinforcement
of the perimeter as soon a8 it wae utabliahad. The Japanese strategists
hnd apparently become both ovoroonfidoub and over sautious at the same
tim-. - Their declsion to alter the original perimeter resulted not only
in the first major defeat of the Japanese, but in the serious impairment
of their mobile striking force with which they had planned to effect Phase
IIT of the general strategic plan.

The occupation of Attu and Kiska posed an immediate threat to the
American pesople. Moreover, it initiated feverigh acﬁivity for the defenseas
of that area and sharpened their awareness of the ﬁr. This would make it
more difficult to aecuniplinh the negotiated peace for which the Japanese
wers striving,

The defeat of the fleet at the Battle of Midway, 6 June 1942, can be
traced to the following facts : nilure of Japanese counter-intelligence;
failure of tho Japanese Fleet to engage the American Fleet in surface to
surface retion; prior alertness and feadiness of the Americans, Electrical
transmission of information pemiping: to the Midway operation had been
intercepted by the Americans. They had severe,}. months’ oarliei- raconatructed
the Japanese g'rypt.ognphic device. Since fhe’ J;paneao had not taken the
precaution of modifying this means of cmunieation frequently, but con-
fidently relied upon its integrity, the Americens were permitted ample
warning to prepars counter measures. Had the fleet elected to close with
the American ships in an all out effort instead of promptly withdrawing
after losing its aireraft, it might well have won a complets victory since it
had a much superior force. The United States Havy had lost no time in
‘assembling every available ship in the enii.re Pacific for the protection

of Midway.
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The reorganiution of the defenses of the Allies along line; of uniﬁed
effort and suprems authority was permitted the oppo-rtunity for initial
offensive action. The loss of the Japamie fleet at Midway had necess-
itated the use of a large number of troops to go by a slow, difficult over-
land route lin‘ order to try to seize Port Moresby. Loss of time left the
defenders in a favorable position. The construction of an airfield in

the southern Solomons was such an imposing threat to the life line between
the United States and Australie that it not only invited counter-measures,
it made them imperative. When the Japanese were confronted at Guadaleansal
with the same type of amphibious action that had characterized their own

successes, they were lmproperly prepared to conduct defensive action,

LESSONS
l. The profeuioml scldjer must keep abreast of politioal and

e e T
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economic dgolopmeft: in the world if he is to give his country the
be:: c;;a;tribution of 1:1‘?: :;; li:,y. ’.

2. The land, sea and air forces of a nation must be under one
lu.prcme commander if complete coordinmation and cooperation are to be
effected, '

3. Strateglc military plans must be a reflection of and consigtent
with the political aims of a natien. |

4, Qomparative weakness in the armeﬁ forces of one nation may
invite attack by & more powerful natien.

5. The defense of colonies, territories or posseseions can be
exceedingly faoilitated or hampered by the attitude of the matives.

6. The carrier striking f&rea with its range, mobility, and shock
action is an ideal organigation for opemt'ionn in an oceanic theater.

7. The defenss of island arees requires strong navys and air forces.

8. Undeclared war is conducive to 'strategica;. surprise.

9« Naval units are extremely wvulnerable to air attack unless protected
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by adequate air suppert.

10, Tactioal nurprile can be achieved by striking widely separated
objectives simultaneously.

1l. Troops should be trained and equipped aecording to the phyeical

M T A AP P T B WA a3 T

cireumatanoon ? the s.res. in which they are to be employed.
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nﬂ < 12, Thore are excaptions to agcepted taetical principles.

13, An offonuive attitude coupled with a strong aggressive -pirit
I L A e, cd 3 s S8 i

will weigh heavily ina ealoulatad risk.

*

14, The momentum of speed faei_li’eates the offen:ijve.
15. Oryptographic devices must be changed frequently.
:16. Every precaution must be té.ken no£ t,ar underestimate the enemy -
actual or potential,
17. stratigieal surprise will affect tlie whols course of a war.
18. In matters of foreign policy involving military power, close
Iiaison should be maintained between the government depariments concornod.
19, 1t may be disasterous to make presumptions of the terrain or
enonmy intentions and capabilities. |
- 20. Isolation of the battle ground by both sea and air (particularly
in island operations discussed herein) progressively weakens the defender
and givea the attacker leisure for the ﬁnal blow.
21.' Long - lims uf supp].y im

22, Lerial raeomniaunee :I.a easential for modern maval werfare.

| - Y

23. Accurate and
3 ap-to—dato intolliﬁnoo 1- vital tc the success of
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military uparationa .
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